UNUSUAL INTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES 



I 



A CTION 

THE WEIRD THREAT 
OF THE SPACE GIANTS 



• THE SILICON MONSTERS 
FROM GALAXY X 

and other terriSit' talvn 




Reducing Specialist ! 

LOSE WEIGHT 



Ce* UNDiewniTinf 
LB LABORATORY 
V AFPROVIB 

r X 

*f ELECTRIC 

Spot 



ZftvtQjduaA 



am 



MOST AN V 

PART OF 

THE 

BODY WITH 



Relaxing • Soothing 
Penetrating Massage 



FOR GREATEST BENEFIT IN REDUCING 

by moingl use spot REDUCER with | 

without e lectricity — Alts used at I 

old In the relief of pains for wbith ! 

i iiaga it indicated. 





TAKE OFF EXCESS WEIGHT! 



Don't Stay FAT- You Can LOSE 
POUNDS and INCHES SAFELY ^T^T" 3 



Toke pounds off — keep ilim 
and trim wilh Spot Reducer! 
Remarkable new invention 
which uses one of the most 
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THE CREW NOW IESAN TMFIR EXPLORATION OF 
THE IMMEDIATE TERRAIN IN EARNEST. 'TO all 
SWtS OF THEM WERE MUSE FERNS, TOWERINS 
PLANTS, SIOANTIC TREES, AND ALL SORTS OF 
WEIRD, INDESCRIBABLE V ESETA TION THAT LITERALLY 
COVERED THE6R0UND/ f ZSS """ 



THERE DOESN'T SEEM TO BE ANY SIGNS 
OF HOSTILE LIFE EXCEPT FOR THIS JUNGLE/ \ 
BUT STICK CLOSE ANYWAY/ DAWSON -- C HEC K ■ 

THE DAMAGE TO THE SHIP/ 




THE HULL IS BROKEN THROUGH 
IN THREE PLACES .CAPTAIN/ 
WE'LL HAVE TO REMOLD AND 
WELD THE COPPER COATING 
ON IT, OR WE'LL NEVER 
MAKE IT BACK TO EARTH/ , 




YET, WE WERE POWERLESS V LUCKY WE HAVE ALL 
TO PULL FREE FROM THIS / THE MINING EQUIPMENT 
FREAKISH GRAVITY WHEN Nl TO FIND THE COPPER 
WE SIGHTED THE ASTEROID/ XORE FOR THE HULL/ 
THAT MEANS WE HAVE TO USE 
EVERT AUXILIARY ENGINE WE 
HAVE TO BLAST OFF, IN 
ORDER TO COMSAT THE PULL/ JJfcfil /-\t") 



THUS, FOUR OF THE CREW SET OUT TO FIND THE 
NECESSARY METAL ORE THAT COULD BE MOLDED 
ONTO THE HULL, WHILE THE REMAIN/NO TWO MEN 
STAYED BEHIND TO SUARD THE SHIP, . 




UOUHS OF INTENSE SEARCH FOR THE IMPORTANT 
METAL NOW FOLLOWED. THE FOUR HAD ENTERED AN 
ALMOST-IMPENETRABLE JUNSLE OF EERIE VEGETATION. 
NOW, AOAMS THOUGHT HE FOUND SOMETHING . . . 



BUT THE WARNING PROVED TO BE TOO LATE, FOR * 
FEW FEET AWAY, A GIANT FLOWER-LIKE PLANT 
SUDDENLY CAME TO LIFE, AND. 




W-WHAT 13 THAT THING? U THAT WAS THE GRASS 
IT LOOKS LIKE A rT^WE WERE WALKING 0N 
COVERING OF r-^ ( JUST A FEW SECONDS AGO/ 
TISSUE/ J V THE ENTIRE GROUND IS 




BUT THE EARTHNEN NOW HAD 70 ATTEND TO THE HULL. 
'TWO OF THE CREW, COVERED AND SHIELDED FROM 
HEAD TO FEET WITH THEIR SPACE-SUITS, NOW BEGAN 
REMOLDING AND WELDING THE ORE ONTO THE HULL, 
THOUGH rT MEAN T EXPOSING T HEMSELVES TO THE 
PLANTS/ 




' KEEP THAT ENTRANCE OPEN / I'M COMING IN/ THE 
JOB'S FINISHED/ IT'S CRUDE, BUT IT'LL HOLD//- 




WITH A SINGLE BOUND, THE CAPTAIN WAS AT THE CON- 
TROLS, SWITCHING OPEN EVERY ENGINE IN THE SHIP/ 
BUT NOTHING HAPPEN ED./ 

''TAKE OFF/ WHAT'S 



Then, completely dwarfing the ship and every- 
thing ABOUT IT, TOWERED ONE OF THE MOST GIGAN- 
TIC, TERRIFYING PLANTS THE MEN HAD EVER SEEN/ 
IT WAS THE OUEEN PLANT OF THE ASTEROID /AND 
IT WAS ABOUT TO DASH THEM TO THE GROUND IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO SET AT THE OCCUPANTS / 





'THE HULL CAN'T TAKE THIS •-> 
BEATING MUCH LONGER/ANOTHER 
CRASH AND WE'RE THROUGH 



AGAIN AND AGAIN, THE OUEEN 
PLANT HURLED THEM TO THE 
GROUND. BUT THE LAST CRASH 
PRODUCED A TERRIBLE SOUND/ 




NOT IF THAT HORROR OUT THERE 
CAN LET THE SHIP ALONE FOR A 
FEW MINUTES/ SO LONG, GUYS / 
DON'T TRY TO STOP ME/ 





CITIES, TOWNS.VILLAeES ALL OVER THE EARTH 
BATTLED THE MONSTER PLANTS FROM OUTER 
SPACE. BAY AFTER BAT, HOUR AFTER HOUR , THE 
FISHT PROGRESSED UNABATED AND UNDIMINISHED, 
AND HANK/NO'S FATE HUNS IN THE BALANCE/ 




IN DESPERATION, THE COUNCIL SCIENTISTS NOW 
HIT UPON A METHOD FOR WHOLESALE EXTERM- 
INATION OF THIS MENACE --JET ARMADAS ALL 
OVER EARTH BOMBARDED THEIR OWN SOL WITH 
CHLOROPHYL - DESTRUCTION BOMBS, KILLINt OFF 
EVERT SREEN SUBSTANCE IN EXISTENCE/ 




THE CHLOROPHYL- DESTROYING CHEMICAL HAD ALSO 
WIPED OUT EVERY GREEK PLANT ON EARTH, BUT OATS 
LATER, THE FIRST SMALL SPROUT, EARTH'S OWN 
VEGETATION, PUSHED ITS WAT UP THROUOH THE SOIL 



BUT NOW A NEW MENACE AROSE/ ASTRONOMERS OB- 
SERVING THE APPROACH OF THE DREADED ASTEROID 
TOWARDS EARTH, . ANNOUNCED THE ARRIVAL OF A NEW 
SPORE SWARM, THE SECOND INVASION BY THE ALIEN 
PLANTS/ BUT EARTH WAS READY/ 



WE'LL INTERCEPT 
THE SPORE SHOWER 
IN THE UPPER _j 
ATMOSPHERE/ p 




HERE THEY COME, SIR/ THIS "• 
BATCH SEEMS TO BE EVEN LARGER 
THAN THE FIRST INVASION WAVE/ 
IT'S UNCANNY THE WAY THIS 
ALIEN LIFE-FORM HAS SUCH 
NTELLIGENCE/ 

' WE MUST 




The spores met the armada 
head-on, and stuck to the 
hulls of the ships, until the 
earth vessels resembled 
multi-colored puff-balls 
that streaked through the 
air. but the spores began to 
eat through the metals./ 



ALL RIGHT—CONNECT THE HEAT 
COMMUTATORS TO ONE ANOTHER/ 
WE'RE RE'ADY TO UNLEASH 
OUR RAYS / 




CAPTAIN, YOU 


«VE THE PRIVILEGE 


OF FIRING THE 


"COSMIC-RAY"__, 




^Vthank you/^ 




'jA PROFESSOR/ J 


i c ~^~^ /^y a 


jBU 








W^M 


%( -^j 





SHIP AFTER SHIP OPENED UP AN ELECTRICAL HEAT- 
PAY BARRAGE, THE POWERFUL ENERGY OF WHICH ATE 
INTO THE SPORES LIKE A RAPID CANCER/ SECONDS 
LATER, EVERY ALIEN SPORE HAD WITHERED AND 
DIED, SO MANY BURNED HUSKS OF CHARRED MATERIAL/ 





Days afterwards, the rocket armada reached 
the alien asteroid, still on its rath hurl- 
ing , towards earth. they opened up with 
everythins in their possession to blast 
we small planet, but to no avail / 



IT'S HOPELESS /NOTHING SEEMS TO ^^JL 
PENETRATE THAT GELATIN - LIKE OUTER *-V^TF 
SURFACE/ OUR ATOMIC BOMBS JUST EXPLODE 

HARMLESSLY ON THE COVERING/ 






But minutes later, the results 
were the same --disnal fail- 

u re /now a new emergency was 
threatening the earthmen/ 




The captain had noticed 
that when all. the jets 
were turned upon the 
asteroid, the small body 
wobbled subhtly out of 
the way. now he ordered 
all ships to combine jet 
blasts' and direct them 
on only one part of the 




SIR, WE'RE RUNNING \f ALL RIGHT, 
LOW ON FUEL /ONCE/^ DAWSON. .. 
WE'RE OUT OF IT, Y ™ EN THERE'S 
THAT SAME GRAVI-B ONLY ONE 
TATIONAL PULL ^L° THER t^ 
THAT DREW US ^&WAT/ EgJ 
TOWARDS THE ASTER-^^ s*^ 
OID,WILL EXERT ITSELF jffiP^g, 
U AGAIN/ -^ . . -rl^&ty* 

PISS 




ASItHOID/ ^HBB 




THAT'S IT, MEN/ IT'S^^H 
BEGINNING TO MOVE /PUSH JB 
IT TOWARDS THE SUN/JH 





CAPTAIN, IF WE | /GIVE THE AS- 
GET ANY CLOSER K. TEROID ONE 
TO THE SUN, WE'Ll) MORE HARD 
ALL MELT IN A ^ PUSH TOWARDS 
FEW MINUTES/ 




WE DID IT/ THE ASTEROID V MISSION ACCOM- 
FELL RIGHT INTO THE SUN/1 PUSHED/ HEAD FOR 
IT MELTED--IT'S 1 — -—""'\ EARTH, MEN -- WE 

FINISHED/ j ^^ \ HAVE GOOD NEWS 

FOR THE WORLD I 




T/C NEXT E VENING, ATE.O.C. HEADQUARTERS 



OON T TAKE ANY CHANCES 
WtANT/ YOU HAVE A SMALL 
FLEET, ANO IF YOU 
SHOULD MEET WITH 
ANY HOSTILITY, 
RETURN TO E 




\AS THE TASK FORCE ROCKETED OFF... 


Fit may merely be a routine research project, 9 

fceuT IF THE STRANGE PLANET PROVES A MENACE, T 
K^T"^ ^^^ THEN THE HOPE OF THE UNIVERSE* 

k _W VT.-C '|^^\ RESTS 0N VERY FHAIL POWER^J 

$1 v*^ 2 ^. ~JIBSLBtt^l? EED '' A^frTs^Susk 






i<Z2 






tj 


*H ^i 




^Ip*^ **&*^^k\ 








i^^^^^Hi 




.-.\jJHHf P^Vt: 





ON THE STRANGE PLANET, WHO.E THE EARTH FLEET 
HURTLED NEARER AND NE ARER, AN EVEN STRANGER 
MEETING TOOK PLACE. r 



FELLOW GRAEKt.YOU REALIZE. THE 
GREAT MISFORTUNE WHICH HAS 
BEFALLEN US/ NOT ONLY HAVE WE 
BEEN TORN FROM OUR OWN UNIVERSE 
ANO FLUNG INTO AN ALIEN ORBIT, 
LAYING OUR CITIES IN RUINS, BUT NOW 
THE VERY POWER WHICH MADE US 
MASTER WARLORDS OF OUR 
UNIVERSE IS FAST DISAPPEARING / 




MEN OF GRAEKUS, 


WE ARE A 


WARRIOR RACE, NEVER DEFEATED 


RY ANY HUMAN CREATURES /ARM, 


AND VANISH TO MEET THE rr. 


INVADERS 1 REMEMBER OUR \ 


OATH --"CONQUER 


OR Dlt'ljl 


|i 

CONQUER*) 


Ufa 


OR DIE/ f <z£h 


t^Pfl 


^J^fPf 


fw^ 


■I \ tJI ■ I 


iV -■'-» l tSlW 


k>^^9nBJh 


WW 



After circling and s Tuorine] 

MAEKUS FOR HOURS. 



THIS PLANET ONCE HAD A 
HIGHLY DEVELOPED CULTURE I] 
THE SCANNERS SHOW NOTHING ' 
BUT VAST DESTRUCTION AND NO 
SIGN OF LIFE / 

PREPARE TO I LAND IT IS.SIR I 
LAND, LT. ^fll'LL TELEVISE 
LANG/ fl^HV ORDERS TO THE 




Several hours were spent in 

EXPLORATION... W Y01 , RE B | GHT| 
ZOA , BUT THEY 
HAVE APPARENT. 
LY BEEN 0E- 
STROYEO/ NOW, 
LET'S RETURN 
TO THE 
SHIPS/ 



THESE BUILDINGS 
AND VEHICLES 
6H0W THAT THE 
MEN WHO LIVED 
HERE MUST HAVE 
BEEN OF ENORMOUS 
SIZE/EVERYTHING 
IS SCALED TO 
HUGE BEINGS / 
IS' 




WE CAME FROM EARTH AS 
FRIENDS TO INVESTIGATE THE 
STRANGE APPEARANCE OF YOUR 
PLANET IN OUR SOLAR SYSTEM/ 
THERE HAS BEEN GREAT 
DESTRUCTION ON YOUR 
PLANET/ WE ARE WILLING 
TO HELP YOU / 





IF EARTH m 

CONTAINS THE ' 

ELEMENT VORNEX, 

YOU CAN HELP 

US, AND WE WON'T 

NEED YOUR PUNY 

EFFORTS TO REBUILD 

OUR PLANET f 



''HE'S BEEN TORN 




APART BY THAT / 


*4* 


FORCE/ _j-V 


< A* 




sk iBsfe' 


:, ^)M 


IP'^yi 


%mt 


'Gb&LBf™, 




*&Ja' 



SOON... 

SO THAT'S THE 
STORY, DOCTOR/ 
THESE GRAEKI 
EVIDENTLY HAVE 
THE POWER TO REN- 
DER THEMSELVES 
INVISIBLE BYUSING 
AVORNEX FORMULA/ 




Late*, at headquarters, wmen_ 
graeki had been led away. 



COMMANDERS OF. THE EARTH OEFENSE CORPS -- 
THE FATE OF THE UNIVERSE LIES IN YOUR HAMDS./ 
THE GRAEKI FLEET MUST BE DESTROYED/ THE 
LARGEST WARFLEET IN HISTORY HAS BEEN 
ASSEMBLED UNDER YOUR COMMAND FOR 
THIS PURPOSE / 





Five DAYS LATER,AS THE 


earth neer 

SRAEKUS. . J 


APPROACH?!) 




WE HAVEN'T " 


THOSE DARK 


ENCOUNTERED; 


SHIPS below; 


THE GRAEKI < 


JT'S THEASSEM- 


FLEET YET/IT'! 


) BLY PLACE/ 


NOT POSSIBLE 


/ THEY HAVEN'T 


THAT WE 4 


TAKEN OFF YET/ 


MISSED THEM] 


L WE'RE IN ■ 


IN SPACE/ J 


ta LUCKM^B 


1 




HB» 


sft » *l/7'jz&E&5BI 


&W'/'> 





AS THE EARTH ARMADA UNLOOSED 
ITS ATOMIC ASSAULT. 





BOARD BRANTS FLAGSHIP. , . \H 



^UC. 



GRAEKI FLEET COMPLETELY. 
DEMOLISHED /NOT ONE SHIP 
HAS TAKEN TO THE AIR/ 
SOUTH WING OF FLEET HAS 
OBSERVED FIRE SIGNAL 
USING SYMBOL OF 
RINGED PLANET AWAITING 
ORDERS / 



IT COULD BE THE 
MEN OF MY FIRST 
TASK FORCE WHOM 
THE GRAEKI TOOK 
PRISONER/ SOUTH 
WING PREPARE FOR 
LANDING /FOLLOW 
MY FLAGSHIP// 




The signal of the rins ed planet had been 

SET BY THE EARTHMEN . . . | HURRY| MEI| , WE pp^ 




AS THE EARTH FLEET ROARED Amy FROM 
GRAEKUS, A NEW INVASION, MORE DEADLY THAU 
ANYTHING DEVISED BY MAN, CRASHED INTO THE 
STRICKEM PLANET WITH NATURE'S MOST TERRIBLE 
FORCE/ 




IFTER THE EARTH FLEET'S 
CrORIOUS RETURN. . . 

IT IS AS IF OUR I 
SOLAR SYSTEM / 
OBJECTED TO , 
~V£ STRANGE 
INTRUDER, AND * 
PUSHED IT RIGHTV 




SINCE OUR FLEET HAS BEEN 
DESTROYED AND OUR SUPPLY 
OF VORNEX IS GONE, LET US 
RETURN TO OUR OWN PLANET 
AND OUR PEOPLE/WE HAVE^ 
BEEN PUNISHED 

ENOUGH/; GRAEKUS IS 

NO MORE./ LOOK/ 
THERE IS YOUR PLANET, 
f FLUNG OUT INTO SPACE 
.AGAIN/ THERE IS NO f 
CHANCE OF RETURN/ / 



YOU WILL *->/THIS MUST BE THE 
SE ALLOWED] UNIVERSE'S PUNISH - 
TO LIVE ON I MENT FOR OUR WAR- 
EARTH AND/ LIKE NATURES ./ WE 
HELP RE - /SHOULD HAVE TAKEN 
BUILD THE SJHE PATH OF PEACE/ 
DESTRUCTION) YES.WE WILL HELP 
YOU HAVE A YOU.EARTHMEN -- 
WROUGHT/ ]V UNTIL OUR DYING 
DAY/ j— i ■ 




OARD WE JUPITER, PROFE SSOR POOLE'S I 

>B>ITIONAKr ROCKET^ . . g rvE WAD£ ALU -, W . 



TWO MORE WEEKS 
AND WE'LL REACH BAAL/ 
WE'LL HAVE TO ALLOW 
FDR ORBIT DEVIATION, 




AFTER HURTLItHS PAST FI ERY MARS, JUT'S 
I NCREASED ITS SPEEO. . , | T 




Near panic spread aboard 
the jupiter, as t he raider 

SWEPT CLOSER... U CTtm 



I CAN'T SHAKE 1YOUR COURSE, 
THEM.PROFESSORM JUPITER/ 
THEY'RE TOO fl WE'RE GOING 
F.AST/THAT VOICE 1> TO GRAPPLE/ 




Into the col 


j KO»ap **ff...l 

THE WIND'S ^^H 
ENOUGH TO TEAR | 

/OU TO PIECES / 
LISTEN, TO IT Jjd 

^ ROAR/ H^fl 


1 HI 

THIS WAY, W 
MEN/ THEIR M 
HATCH IS £ 
STRAIGHT B^ 

AHEAD/ JH 






H™ 






i^i^R»'i>Ed 






|¥^ 




# 


JxaJl-3 



IMSIBE THE JUPIT ER 
JUT ORASO'THE W0R3T SPACE ' 
OUTLAW IN THE GALAXY/ WHAT 
DO YOU WANT? YOU'RE INTER- 
FERING WITH A SCIENTIFIC 
EXPEDITION/ THERE'S 
NOTHING OF VALUE 
ABOARD/ 

fi 




BUT BAAL'S \| 


^THAT'S FINE / 


UNEXPLORED M 


MAKES LOOKING 


WE DON'T 1 


FOR LOOT MUCH 


KNOW ANY- / 


EASIER^ NOW, GET 


THING ABOUT « 


INTO SPACE TOGS, 


IT, EXCEPT \ 


PROFESSOR / 


THAT IT'S 1 


WE'RE TAKING 


MOUNTAINOUS / 


YOU TO MY SHIP 


AND THE A 


AS HOSTAGE / 


ATMOSPHERE 1 


we'll FOLLOW 


IS PROBABLY 1 


THE JUPITER f 


THE SAME 


kTO BAAL / jM 


AS EARTH'S/ J 


J|L 




ill 



AS THE tAHT H SMKNCMIB) 

YOU WERE A L-s, 
YOU WERE \ FOOL TO FOLLOW 
RIGHT ABOUT *~N.US, DRAGO / 
BAAL, PROFESSOR') YOU WON'T 
ITS FULL OF ^S FIND ANYTHING 
MOUNTAIN /I TO STEAL THERE/ 
RANGES/ X S IT LOOKS 

UNPOPULATED/ 



WE'LL INVESTIGATE 


r DRAGO, WHY DON'T YOU 


THAT CAVE FOR A 


LET US MAKE SCIENTIFIC 


TITANIUM AND «| 


TESTS FIRST/ THIS IS NO 


SOLARIN/ THE H 


WAY TO APPROACH A NEW 


PROFESSOR AND M 


WORLD 1 WE DON'T KNOW 


HIS CREW WILL ^ 


k WHAT HIDDEN MENACES 


HELP US MINE THE J 


^a LURK HERE/ -^M 


STUFF IF WE ^A 




FIND ANY/ JH 








]Im 


Z/k mi l^-*.\iW 




Bllllvlii 





LOOK AT EM CURL W" THAT'S HOW YOU DO 
UP/ THEY'RE FIERCE W EVERYTHING/ IF IT STANDS 
ENOUGH, BUT NO M IN THE WAY, RAY IT DOWN / 
MATCH FOR OUR ^JjlTHOSE CREATURES MIGHT 
RAY GUNS/ <~ ! VvV HAVE BEEN HARMLESS/ 




A PLASTIC CITY 
BENEATH THE SEA/ 
DID YOU SEE THOSE 
GIANT LOCKS WE 
PASSED THROUGH? 



HE DIDN'T SAY 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THE VISITORS/ I 
WONDER WHAT KIND 
OP FATE AWAITS 




YOU ASK WHY WE MUST INVADE 
EARTH 7 IT IS BECAUSE THE 
MAGNETIC FIELD FORCES WE'VE 
HARNESSED ARE BECOMING 
TOO POWERFUL/ 
THEY THREATEN [ BUT THIS 
OUR EXISTENCE//FORCE' WILL 

CONTACT OTHER 




As jut's PowcnruL atomic blasts rone i, 

me PLASTIC WALLS- 




JOURNEY TO FROST 



The conference room was crowded, as Adam 
Barbour entered. Apparently the famous scientist 
Oliver Brane had been awaiting Adam's arrival, 
for the young Space adventurer entered, the scien- 
tist tapped for order and began to speak. 

"Gentlemen," he said, "I will not waste time or 
words ... I will come to the point immediately. 
As you all know, recent astronomical observations 
have revealed the presence of a hew body in our 
stratosphere. This particular asteroid possesses one 
certain quality that may mean disaster to all of us 
living here' on the Planet Earth! This asteroid, 
which we have already labeled „with the significant 
name of Frost, is a gigantic iceberg in Space! The 
land seems to be frozen over . . . the terrain is 
rugged and mountainous, and seemingly com- 
pletely covered with ice and snow. But here is 
where the danger to our Planet Earth comes in 
. the mass which is now entering our orbit is 
shooting off particles of ice — like giant icebergs. 
If these huge objects of ice should suddenly fall 
upon our Planet, there is no telling what destruc- 
tion and mass deaths might, occur. Thus, it is evi- 
dent to us all that something must be done to watd 
off this possible catastrophe!"' 

Now Adam Barbour began to undetstand why 
he had been summoned here by Professor Brane's 
urgent call. Adam was a Space adventuret, willing 
.to undertake any dangerous mission for the gov- 
ernment. He had accomplished many dangerous 
missions for Earth in the past few years, and he felt 
ready and anxious to undertake this new challenge. 

The Professor went on, "You all know Adam 
Barbour. He has fulfilled dangerous assignments 
for us before." 

Brane turned toward Adam. "Now that you 
know what you weuld be up against, Barbour, do 
you wish to accept this mission?" 

Adam hardly hesitated. "When can I leave,' Pro- 
fessor?" 

Brane smiled. He had been sure of his man. He 
knew Adam would be anxious to accept this mis- 
sion. "You can leave in three days. By then, a 
Space Cruiser will be loaded with all special equip- 
ment, plus a trusted crew of Engineers. Special in- 
sttuctions will be given to you during the three 
days before you take off." 

The conference was adjqurned. Adam returned 
to his quarters, fully aware of the importance of 
this journey which he was to make from Earth to 
Frost. 

Three days later, the government's Space Cruiser 



was ready. All manner of special equipment had 
been carefully loaded into the sleek vessel. And in 
Adam's private cabin was one crate that only Pro- 
fessor Brane knew the contents of. The scientist 
had warned Adam not to break open the case, until 
his Cruiser had made its landing on Frost. Then, 
and only then, was Adam to open the crate, and 
at the same time remove an envelope from his cab- 
in safe and read the note which the envelope 
would contain. 

A siren cried out its banshee wail at the Space 
Port. The Cruiser quivered for a moment — then 
swooshed off its ramp into the air. The perilous 
journey had begun! Adam muttered a brief prayer 
that he would be able to accomplish his mission 
before the shower of icebergs'would begin to bom- 
bard Earth. Perhaps it was only a matter of days, 
before Frost would be in just the right poskion 
to shower Eart,h with its lethal downpour! 

Days passed. Adam kept the asteroid Frost con- 
stantly under observation. One thought kept going 
through his mind. What would happen to his 
Cruiser when it came into the vicinity of this ice 
mass? Would the Space Ship be hit by one of the 
erupting ice fragments and be destroyed? If so, 
then the Planet Earth itself would be at the mercy 
of this strange ice world. 

And then, suddenly, one day, the real danger 
began! Adam first became, aware of it, when he 
heard the Swoosh go by his Ship. One glance out 
his observation window revealed the facts to him. 
A mass of ice flew by the window, followed by 
another, and another! .They were now within the 
area of Frost! This was the test ... if they could 
manage to evade a direct hit by these flying ice 
fragments, they could land on the ice-covered "as- 
teroid and engage themselves in the task which 
had sent them forth on this strange journey. 

Adam shoured orders over the loudspeaker. The 
Ship was to be prepared for a landing. As they 
neared the icebound asteroid, it was evident that 
the terrain was rugged, punctuated with hills and 
mountain peaks. They must find a level plain on 
which a landing could be effected. 

Meanwhile, Adam had become aware of the 
source of the flying icebergs. They were being 
spewed forth from the craters of these snow-cov- 
ered mountains, in much the same manner as an 
active volcano on Earth belches forth its hot lava 
and rocks. Adam gave orders that the Ship's En- 
gineers stay clear of the mountain area and head 
for a level plain area he had observed many miles 
away on the asteroid. 



Minutes later, this level area had been readied, 
and Adam gave landing instructions. The Ship's 
nose turned upwards, as the reverse jets brought 
the sleek Cruiser down slowly, carefully onto the 
ice-covered plain. With a slight jar, the Ship 
touched ground . . . the jets were turned off. Adam 
Barbour and his fearless crew had, made the first 
landing of Earthlings on the asteroid known as 
Frost! 

Donning their suits, specially constructed and 
equipped for sub-zero weather conditions, the door 
was opened, and Adam led his men out onto the 
sheets of ice. They looked about them in all di- 
rections. As far as the eye could see, there was 
nothing but this ice-covered plain, with the moun- 
tains seen miles away in the background, spewing 
forth their tons of icebergs. The aseroid was col- 
ored a pale blue, much like the Arctic regions of 
Earth. There was no sign of a Sun, and it was hard 
to say whence came this pale blue light. No doubt 
from the reflections of a greatly distant Sun on the 
ice surface of this strange world. 

Adam had decided on some exploration, before 
he would open that envelope in the Ship's safe and 
receive his- instructions. He Jed the men out across 
the ice plain. The spikes in their boots dug into 
the ice as they moved along slowly. Adam won- 
dered what he expecred to find in this exploratory 
" search. What could be found on on icy wasteland,- 
that covered hundreds of square miles in area? 
Surely no form of Life could exist here. No plant 
Life and no animal Life. 

Then it happened! It started with a low grumble 
. . . like a warning from beneath the ground on 
which they were walking. Adam remembered hear-' 
ing a sound like that before. It was on one of the 
islands of Pacifica. It had been an Earthquake! 
Was it possible that the ground was going to tear 
apart at their feet here on Frost? With a sudden 
mighty roar, the ice-covered terrain cracked open 
all around them. 

The men became panicky and ran in all direc- 
tions, trying to avoid the cleavages which sud- 
denly opened up the ground. But it was useless. 
With chilling screams that re-echoed about the 
sound chambers of the chasms, the men tumbled 
one by one into the cracks. Down, down they 
hurtled, until rheir screams of horror could be 
heard nO more. And from this catastrophe, only 
one man remained on his back on the icy ground 
. . . Adam Barbour. He had not run wildly when 
the quake began. He had fallen to the ground 
where he stood and remained there. Fissures had 
opened up all around him, but he had escaped the 
horrible fate of his panicked crewmen. 

Suddenly the rumbling stopped and the ground 
stood still. Was it over? Slowly, he regained his 
feet and looked around him. Not a single member 
of the expedition had survived. Only himself. And 



then Adam thought of ariother terrible possibility 
... if the Cruiser had been lost in the quake, he 
would be doomed to remain on this ice world, 
until hunger or cold claimed him as a victim. 
Adam turned his gaze toward the landing site. The 
sleek outline of the Cruiser met his eyes! It was 
Still there, intact! 

, Ad-am. made his way back toward the Ship 
Luckily, there were no impassable fissures in the 
ground, and he was able to reach the Ship without 
any trouble. He entered and went straight to his 
cabin. The time had come ... he must open- the 
sealed envelope prepared by Professor Brane and 
Jearn what he must do. 

• "To Adam Barbour:" the note said. "Within 
the packing case in your cabin*, you will find a 
specially constructed Atomic heat-ray machine, 
many times more powerful than the beat on the 
Sun's surface! This machine generates its own 
power. You must set it up on Frost, turn the dials 
to full power, and then leave the asteroid in your 
Ship at top speed, for this Atomic heat-ray will be 
at full power in less than 60 minutes! The obvious 
purpose is to destroy the ice fields on Frost by 
extreme heat, thus stopping the iceberg bombard- 
ment which exists on this asteroid. These are your 
instructions. May you succeed in your mission. 
Good luck!" 

Adam was determined to accomplish his mission 
as fast as possible and leave Frost before another 
quake brought death to him too. He broke open 
the case and lifted out the portable Atomic heat* 
ray machine. Leaving the Ship for a moment, he 
placed the machine at a short distance from the 
Cruiser, set the dials to full power, and rushed 
back to the Ship. He locked the exit door; he sat 
at the controls and put the jets into high-powered 
operation. With a mighty roar, the Ship took off 
and headed out into Space. 

One hour later, Adam was relieved at the sight 
of Frost receding behind him. And suddenly he 
knew his mission had been a success , . . Frost had 
suddenly blown up in a Hash of near-blinding 
light. The Atomic heat-ray machine 4iad done its 
job! 

A heavy downpour of rain soon started. Adam 
knew where it came from. The ice on Frost, had 
been melted^ when the asteroid disintegrated, and 
now the particles of water were dropping into 
space. The people on Earth could expect rainfall 
for a few days, Adam thought. But-it is a rainfall 
they can be thankful for! It is so much better rhan 
a bombardment of tons of giant icebergs from 
outer Space! « 

Adam smiled as he turned the nose of his Space 
Cruiser toward Earth, and home I 

THE END 




THE year was 3050 ao, and the planetary sysftM of MAN- 
KIND HAD JUST REACHED THE VERGE OF CONQUERING AND 
EXPLORING OUTER SPACE. THE INNER PLANETS HAD BEEN 
COLONIZED AND NOW ALPHA CENTURf, THE NEAREST STAR, 
BECKONED, TWO SPACE EXPEDITIONS HAD SET OUT AND NOT 
RETURNED. NOWA THIRD ONE WAS BLASTING OFF ON A VOYAGE. 
MILLIONS WATCHED ITS TAKE-OFF, BUT NONE KNEW THE MENACE 
FACING THE CREW" THE HORRIBLE , DEADLY ALIENS THAT 
WOULD STRIKE RUTHLESSLY AND THREATEN THE ENTIRE -' 
UNIVERSE/ 



Three months passed, and no word crackled 
through the ether from the third expedition to 
alpha centuri. the world waited expectantly, 
worried heads of the planetary council searched 
the heavens for any trace of the ship. . . 



""then we must assume that an "\ 
unknown factor waits out there in >— - 
space --some diabolical: force that has 
prevented our pioneers from exploring 
the alien system. we must send for _ 
jon valyon at once/ j 




The planetary council CMi.ee in jon valyoh, 
world -famous space - pilot, adventure* *N0 
Explorer, ron a rich- level conference. . - 



AM I TO UNDERSTAND, *— SV YES, VALYON/ONE MAN 
GENTLEMEN, THAT YOU HAVE Ji MAY GET THROUGH, «^ 
SELECTED ME AS THE <N, WHERE MANY HAVE 
SCOUT THAT WILL EXPLORE VCT\ FAILE D / 
THE ALPHA CENTURI SYSTEM 
TFOR OUR PIONEERS? 



7hl 



Jt 



L 



OF COURSE, IT WILL \I'VE ALREADY MADE 
ENTAIL INDESCRIBABLE HIP MY MIND/ WHAT ARC 
HARDSHIP AND DANGER, [ MY IMMEDIATE 
BUT WE THINK TOO ARE ^T\ ORDERS? ; 
OUR MAN/ YOU MAY REFUSE 
OUR RE0UE5T.WE CAN ONLY 
ASK YOU-- NOT COMMAND 
YOU/. 




YOU ARE TO BLAST OFF AT ONCE / 
A DELAY CAN SPELL DISASTER FOR 
OUR SYSTEM--*, LET US SAY, OUR 
EXPEDITIONS HAVE BEEN INTER - 
CEPTED BY ALIEN LIFE- SOURCES/ if, 
OF COURSE, THEY HAVE MET WITH 
NATURAL DISASTER, THEN WE ARE . 
NOT THREATENED/ BUT WE 



JON VALYON MADE RAPID PRE - 
PARATION.AND EVERYTHING WAS 
IN READINESS FVH HIM. THEN, 
ONE MOKE LAST SOOD-BYE 
WITHMS YOUNG DUFE.j. 



IN ANOTHER FEW HOtMS,HI$ 
SLEET SmCE -CRUISER 
£ QUIPPED Wl TH THE MOST 
MODERN SCIENTIFIC AND 
MILITARY WEAPONS, VALYON 
BLASTED OFF iNtO OUTER 




Finally, valyon approached the system of alpha 
cenwfll, his journey an epoch -makin6 trip that 
would tax an ordinary spaceman beyond 
endurance. 




JON MLYON STEPPED ONTO THE 
EERIE, WEIRDLY-COVERED SOIL/* 
BURST OF ALIEN AIR BOWLED HIM 
OVER, AND THE GRAVITY OF THE 
HUGE PLANET DRAGGED HM DOWN, 
UNTIL HE FRANTICALLY DEPRESSED 
HIS SUIT LEVERS. 



WHAT/ A CITY/ IT SEEMS 1 
BE ENCASED IN SOME SORT < 
DOME-UKE GLASS THAT 
PROTECTS IT AGAINST 



WHEW/ ANOTHER SECOND OF THIS 
AND I'D HAVE BLACKED OUT / 
LUCKY I TWISTED MY AIR SUPPLY 
TO FULL-OPEN / OTHERWISE THIS 
iSSURE WOULD HAVE 




The spacefighter now sneaked stealthily into 
one of the huge port vents of the bubble- 
like city, and guded slently towards a huge 
court-souare below. then he recei ved the 
shock of his life i 




But wm.t valtom rmee to showhi$ ffacm- 
ship, Tut aliens eftenmeo re kiumiai without 

A MAIM. NO* THE, SPACEfimreH HAD NO CHOCS, 
WWY'Frf**' ' THAT'LL HOLD THEM FOR 








THAT DIDN'T LAST LONG/ "^ 
TnOSE MONSTERS HAVE PROBAB- 
LY GONE TO WARN THEIR 
FELLOWS/ t BETTER GET OUT OF 
HERE WHILE I CAN/THEY LEFT 
THESE POOR OEVJLS HERE 
UNDER MY FEET/ LOOK AT THE 
WAY THEY'RE COWERING 



^ 




JON ml YON KEMWEO THE 
CHAINS FROM THE $NOUf OF 
FRIGHTENED EARTH DWARFS 
WHO TRIED DESfERATELY TO 
'ESCAPE THIS SCOATED BEHE - 
MOTH THA T WAS SEARINS DOWN 

oNtmu/\ „ s ;.. TwtM . T 

•* HURT YOU/ DON'T YOU KNOW 
ME? I'M AN EARTHMAN LIKE 
YOURSELF / WHAT'S HAPPENED? 

WHAT'S MADE YOU 
A«H/"^ — [ LIKE THIS? 
AQH--AGH 
AGHH/ 



J HE'S NOTHING BUT A MIND -J 
LESS AND WILL -LESS 
CREATURE/HE CAN'T TALK/ 
AND HE'S DEATHLY FRIGHTENED., 



But realizing that every second of 
delay meant pros able capture 4n0 cer- 
TAIN DEATH, THE -SPACE ADVENfMERJETreD 
OFF ASAIN t AND SUCCEEDED IN MAKING THE 
DWARFS FOLLOW HIM ■ ■ ■ \ 



I CANT STAY 



ANY LONGER-T'VE GOT TO GET BACK TO THE 

SHJP/I'VE POUND ENOUGH HERE TO BE ABLE 

TO ROCKET BACK TO EARTH/ BUT I'M TAKtNG 

THESE UNFORTUNATES WITH ME/ 

3 




VAE4W Of A SPECIAL YIBRATION-KET, THE ONLY 
INSTRUMENT THAT COULO OPEN HIS SHf? BOOK, YALYON 
TWIRLED THE KNOB AW UNLEASHED A SHALL SEAM 
THAT UNLOCKED THE TUMBLERS OF THE DOOR 
MECHANISM. 



NO SOONER DIB THE EARTH DtlARFS SHEATHE 
NORMAL AIR INTO THEIR LUNSS, THAN THEY 
REGAINED THEIR STATURE AND T HEIR IN T ELLEC- 
TUAL ABILITIES! " 




Again and maw, the tint earth ship twisted 
and turned, to escape the terrific fire 
directed at it by both alien spaceships and 
ground armies. then. , 



WE'RE LOSING AIR FAST/ IF 
WE ONLY HAD SOME TIME 
REPAIR THIS TORN HULL, 
MAKE IT-- BUT WE 



IF I CAN SOLDER THESE CONNECTIONS ■ 
ONTO EACH OTHER.WE MIGHT ESCAPE YET/] 
ALL I NEED IS A FEW MORE MINUTES'* 




WHAT HAPPENED SACK 
THERE? THEY 
SHATTERED TO 
BITS/ YOU MUST HAVE 
DESTROYED THE 
ENTIRE POPULATION/ 



MERELY CHANGED THE RADAR TRANS- 
MITTER INTO A SOUND TRANSMITTER BY 
S0LDERIN6 A FEW WIRE CONNECTIONS/ THE 
RESULTING HIGH -FREOUENCY SOUND 
DISRUPTED THE CRYSTAL STRUCTURE OF 
THEIR CITY, JUST ASA PIECE 
GLASS IS BROKEN BY A*HARP, J| 
VIBRATING SOUND/ 




And so jon val yon had 

FULFILLED ANOTHER DANGER- 
OUS MISSION, THUS LIVING UP 
TO HIS REPUTATION AS THE 
MOST DARING OF ADVENTURERS 
ON THE PLANET EAKTH 




Hie bonds William and I boujhf 
•for our counrfrys defense ^ 
helped buifJ a house for ■ '■■ 



HOW U. S. SAVINGS BONDS PAID OFF 
FOR MRS. ROSE NYSSE OF BRISTOL, PA. 

"There's nothing more wonderful than a hous 
and garden of your own," says Mrs. Nysst 
"and no surer way to own one than to save ft 
through U. S. Savings Bonds and the 
safe, sure Payroll Savings Plan!" 





Mr*. RoteNysiesoys, 

"In 1942 William ami I 
started making U. S. 
"Savings Bonds a part 
of our plan for financial 
security. I joined the 
Payroll Sav infra Plan 
at the Sweetheart Soap 
Co. where I work, and 
began buying a $100 
bond a month, knowing 
my money was aafe and 
working for me. U. S. 
Savings Bonds certain- 
ly make saving easier!" 




"Saving! Bonds alone 
made a $5,000 down 
payment on our house ! ' ' 
saya Mrs. Nyase. "Al- 
together, we've saved 
$8,000 just in bonds 
bought through Payroll 
Savings, and we are 
keeping right on. When 
we retire, our bonds will 
make the difference be- 
tween comfort and just 
getting by. Bonds offer 
a patriotic and practi- 
cal way to security." 



\6u can do whatthe Musses are doing 
--fhe-fim&fo stair is not/! 

Maybe you can't save quite as much as 
William and Rose Nysse; maybe you can 
save more. But the important thing is to 
start now! It only takes three simple steps. 

1 . Make the big decision — to put saving first — 
before you even draw your pay. 

2. Decide to save a regular amount system- 
atically, week after week, or month after month. 
Even small sums, saved on a systematic basis, 
become a large sum in an amazingly short time! 

3. Start saving by signing up today in the 
Payroll Savings Plan where you work. 
You'll be providing security not only for 
yourself and your family, but for the 
blessed free way of life that's so very im- 
portant to every American. 

FOR YOUR SECURITY, AND YOUR 
COUNTRY'S TOO, SAVE NOW- 
THROUGH REGULAR PURCHASE OF 
U. S. SAVINGS BONDS! 




Your government does nut pay for this advertisement. It is donated by this publication In 

cooperation with the Advertising Council and the Magazine Publishers of America a: 

a public service. 




AMAZING! AT TREMENDOUS SAVINGS! 



Hit Parade 

Break-Resistant 

Vinylite Filled 



ftECORO* 



18 



CHOOSE . . . 
□ HIT PARADE TUNES 

or 

D MOST LOVED HYMNS 
D HILL BILLY HITS 



Brand New Discovery— A-IN-I Viny- 
lite BREAK- Resistant Records — Play 
Up To 10 Full Minutes 



IMPORTANT NOTICE) 

Thest tunes ore CONSTANTLY kept up to dote— only the newest tunei ore kepi on the list. 



ORDER BY MAIL AT 500% SAVINGS! 





Now. for the FIRST TIME— You can have the BRAND NEW ALL-TIME 
HITS and POPULAR RECORDINGS— 18 NEWEST All-Time Hits, 
favorites in all— (or the AMAZING, unbelievable LOW PRICE of 
only $2.98. That's right, 18 TOP SELECTIONS that if bought sep- 
arately would e*»t up ♦» S16.02 in stores, on separate records— YOURS 
by mail for only $2,981 YES. you can now get 1 8 HIT PARADE songs— 
the LATEST, the NEWEST nation-wide POPULAR TUNES— or 18 of 
the most POPULAR HILL BILLY tunes— some of tnese tunes are 
not yet sold by stores — or you get almost a whole complete album of 
your most wanted HYMNS. These are tunes you have always w;mted. 
They will give you hours of pleasure. You can choose from THREE 
DIFFERENT GROUPS — on newest, most sensational BREAK- 
RESISTANT records! These amazing records are 6-IN-l records— 
6 songs to a record! They are brand new and play three times as 
many songs as regular records, and they play on regular 78 R.P.M. 
speed and fit all Type 78 R.P.M. standard phonograph and record 
players These are all perfect, BREAK-RESISTANT, Vinylite records 
free from defects. RUSH YOUR ORDER for 
your favorite group NOWI ORDER ALL 
THREE GROUPS and SAVE even MORE 
MONEY, only $2.98 per group. 

SUPPLY LIMITED. That's why we urge you to fill 
in and mail coupon now! Play these 18 selec- 
tions ordered, use the NEW GIFT surface 
saving needle, for 10 days at home. If you are 
not delighted, if you don't feel these are the 
BEST SOUNDING records for the price, return 
within 10 days for FULL REFUND. Don't 
delay, send $2.98 in check or money order, or 
put three one dollar bills in the mail with this 
coupon and SAVE POSTAGE— DON'T DE- 
LAY, MAIL COUPON TODAY! 



FR££! 



II RUSH YOUR 



DER ALL THREE 



18 HIT PARADE TUNES 




18 HILL BILLY HITS 




18 MOST LOVED HYMNS 





fPrtafttf In tin United Sfatai •/ Amarlca) 



